Santa Monica Band Parents Association

General Meeting

August 21, 2008

Minutes

1.  Meeting called to order by Co-Presidents Helen Weary and Leah Moore at 7:08.

2.  Marching Band Season – Parades and Competitions Overview - Susie Gunter

· Competitions will all be on Saturdays in November (Chino, La Palma, Bakersfield, Moorpark)

· Generally 6:30 a.m. call time for Saturday competitions; return to Samohi around 12:30-1:00 a.m.

· November 15th begins with photo shoot before getting on bus to Bakersfield

· All competitions are mandatory, even one absence leaves a hole in performance

· Students must wear blue band shirt to get on the bus, strictly enforced

· Lots of volunteers are necessary; will send out list

· Strongly recommend coming to one of the first competitions as you may decide you want to go to all of them and the season is over quickly

· Marching band may be tough at first but encourage kids to stick with it

· This will all be covered again in another meeting, but email if there are questions susieg2001@aol.com
3.  Color Guard – Kyle Miller

· Color Guard is smaller section of Marching Band

· Will continue with Winter Guard after season is over and will send out dates soon

4.  Update from Terry Sakow, Band Director, and Kathleen Janert, Associate Director

· 4th of July Camp was good head start, participants are better prepared than before

· Dr. Pedroza went to bat for program when Dr. Ramirez left for University of Illinois, with his support was able to hire full time associate director (Ms. Janert, who was former student of Dr. Ramirez in San Antonio)

· Program this year is gaining strength; New Year’s Parade in London is a really big deal (televised throughout Europe and the first time Marching Band has gone out of the country in a really long time); looking towards Midwest Clinic in Chicago in December 2009 (which would put the band on a national level)

· Most important thing for success is that students show up for ALL rehearsals

· Rehearsal schedule includes (1) band camp, (2) AM Period before school, (3) afterschool rehearsals on Friday afternoons if the football team is playing away games and on Thursday evenings if football teams are playing home games that weekend.  Thursday practices start late (after the football team is done), and Friday practices will start around 4:00.  

· Marching band only plays at home games, which are on the SMC field; no away games

· If someone is taking the SAT on Nov. 1st (the day of a competition in Chino), they should try to register to take the SAT in or near Chino and then join the band afterwards (the band will probably take the field sometime after 1:00); this conflict happens every year

· Trying to schedule event to take place after last night of band camp, this will probably involve watching Star Wars on big screen in Barnum and having food outside

5.  Home Football Games – Mike Smith

· Games are at SMC, usually around 5-9:30

· Band parents usually all sit together

· Can always use parent help … Come up to him and ask how you can help

· Football games are good time to learn role of pit crew before competitions (pit crew is at least 10 parents who run band equipment out to field, points are deducted in competition if they are not fast enough)

6.  London Trip for New Year’s Day Parade – Mike Smith and Christina Miller

· Leave LAX in the morning on Saturday, December 27th, return in the afternoon on Saturday, January 3rd, probably on Virgin Atlantic but will not have exact flight numbers until October

· All students will have to be dropped off and picked up at Samohi; they need to ride schoolbus to/from LAX as per insurance regulations

· Uniforms – will be sent home and will have to be packed by students (except for hats), cardboard boxes will be needed to transport hats (contact Presidents if you have a connection who can provide boxes)

· Instruments – anything larger than a trumpet will be bubblewrapped and sent as checked luggage by band beforehand (need volunteers for this), anything trumpet-sized or smaller should be carried onto the plane by the students 

· Luggage – all students will be limited to one piece of checked luggage (which includes the uniform) and one carry-on item (either a backpack or a purse, not both), instruments that are trumpet-sized or smaller can also be carried on board and do not count as the one carry-on.  Everyone is strictly limited to one piece of checked baggage as the band needs the remainder of the checked baggage allowance to send its equipment.

· Passports – will be collected at the next parent meeting on September 22nd and will not be returned until after the London trip.  All passports must be valid for at least 6 months after the trip.  If you have a passport from a country other than the U.S. then you need to check with the British Embassy to see if you also need a visa (and allow time to process this).  It is recommended that you make a copy of your passport to keep in your luggage before you turn it in on Sept. 22nd.

· Chaperones – ratio is at least one chaperone per ten kids; there are still some spots available so Mike Smith will fill these on a first-come first-served basis (mikesmith@cc.rr.com); chaperones need to understand this is a working trip so they will be busy 6 a.m. until bedtime and there is no financial aid for family members; accommodations are mostly double rooms at the London Hilton Metropol

· Costs are estimated at $2500 and this amount is due in full to Christina Miller by September 1st; adjustments (between estimated cost and actual cost) will happen Oct. 1st and this will likely increase the amount; the cost includes everything except lunches and souvenirs; mail checks to Christina rather then dropping off, unless you phone beforehand; contact her at gretel.hansel@verizon.net for questions about balances due etc.

· Final roster of students who are going to London needs to be completed by the end of band camp

· A mailing will be sent out in about 2 weeks with forms that must be filled out and returned to Mike Smith immediately (permission, medical forms, etc.), a SASE will be included to make this easy for parents

7.  Photo Directory – Sharon Dobeck

· Parent photos taken by Sharon for inclusion in photo directory to help make connections between names and faces, also includes child’s name

8.  Uniforms – Keiko Kuyama

· Students have uniform with blue coat for football games and uniform with white coat for competitions

· Fittings are taking place now and more volunteers would be much appreciated

· Football uniforms will be sent home with directions for how to hem pants (parents are responsible for this part, DO NOT cut the fabric as pants are reused many times), all are dry cleaned ahead of time and no need to do this again unless there is an obvious need

· No eating in uniforms (water only), store in unzipped garment bag

· Please teach your child how to hang pants and coat (big timesaver)

· All marching band members need plain white t-shirt (with crew neck and short sleeves, no logos and no tank tops) and black socks that are calf-high, girls also need bike shorts to wear under uniform (they change in public and pants are itchy), boys should wear boxers (see above), students need hair nets or hair pulled back and gelled so that it is flat on top and off neck or else points are deducted

9.  Potluck – Jennifer Hammer

· Next Thursday 6:00 p.m. outside the cafeteria

· Bring dish for 10-12 people (last name A-C dessert, D-K salad, L-Z main dish)

· Marching band eats first, then parents, then marching band will perform, then clean up and go home

· Students need to wear khaki pants and blue band shirts (they will get these Wednesday if they were not in the mini-camp for the 4th of July parade) and white shoes

10. Fundraising – Ellen Rennell

· Need to raise a lot this year, direct donation letters are the most important so send those out (email Ellen if you need more and they will also be added to samohiband.org website); gift wrap fundraiser is underway (some packets are getting delivered late so check in with Ellen if more time is needed); regular See’s Candies fundraisers; also possible movie fundraiser and appeal to City Council; also looking into selling corporate logo on shirts they will wear while in London

· Be aware of and try to take advantage of companies that offer matching funds and family foundations that need charitable donations

11.  Treasurer – Syd Bennion

· SMBPA nonprofit since 1968, all donations are tax-deductible

· Helps to finance instructors for band camps, etc.

· Will be developing a budget for upcoming year shortly

· All financial aid for London trip must be raised this year, no pot of money set aside for a trip like this

12.  Escrip – Ishara Bailis

· Turn in card numbers for Vons and Albertsons

· Ralphs has new card (Rewards Card) so need to update that information – can either do it online or email new number to Ishara (tim.bowler@verizon.net) 

13.  A motion to approve the minutes from June 9, 2008 was made, seconded, and passed by unanimous vote.

The next meeting is on Monday, September 22nd, at 7:00 p.m.  Meetings regularly held on the third Monday of the month.

