Santa Monica Band Parents Association

General Meeting

Monday, March 16, 2009

1. Meeting called to order by Co-President Helen Weary at 7:10 pm.

2. Minutes from February meeting – motion to approve was made by Yougang Xiao, seconded by Jimmy Nelson, and passed.

3. Music Directors Update (Terry Sakow)

· Recently new P.E. requirements were put into place by the state of California that (1) require 9th graders to take state mandated PE course and (2) would not allow marching band, color guard, or certain other activities (such as cheerleading and ROTC) to qualify for PE credits.  This would have huge impacts on scheduling, as students would have to take summer classes and do other things in order to get all of their requirements in and still participate in marching band and color guard.  An email was recently sent out to gain support for AB 351, which would repeal the part of educational code that prohibits marching band and color guard from getting PE credit.  Please sign and send it in, or call Julia Brownley’s office (or whoever your state representative is) to show support for AB 351, so that they can avoid this.
· Wind Ensemble went to Fresno and performed at California Band Director’s Association.  This is a knowledgeable crowd, and the band performed very well.  Good feedback was received.

· Upcoming events … Stairway of the Stars coming up next week, March 26-27, for Wind Ensemble and Jazz Band.  April 1st and 2nd is SCSBOA Band and Orchestra Festival (parent volunteers needed for concessions, etc.).  Spring Concert in late April featuring music mainly from Festival.

· No plans to go to Chicago or Rose Parade, which had been previously brought up.

4. SCSBOA Festival – volunteers needed to sign up.  Not necessary to get Tb tests and fill out district paperwork in order to volunteer for this, per the district.  Volunteer sign-up sheets sent around.  Volunteer District Policy forms will be sent out in marching band registration packets, and a Tb test clinic will happen during band camp, thanks to school nurse Rachel Deese.
5. Winter Color Guard Update (Kyle Miller) – Santa Monica did very well in regional events in San Diego recently.  Ended up 9th out of 14 in their round, even though they competed a level above usual.  Two other shows in local circuit recently, scores were okay but they were tough competitions.  Two more regular local shows (this weekend in Chino Hills and then later at Glendora).  Then on to State Championship competitions.

6. Uniforms (Keiko Kuyama) – 7 football uniforms still missing and 1 London uniform missing.  This week the families were notified that they will be reported to administration as outstanding obligations.  Next year they hope to collect uniforms before the season actually ends.

7. District Advisory Committee for Visual and Performing Arts   (Janis Gabbert)– This committee advises school board about visual and performing arts.  Last month worked to put together advocacy group to maintain programs and teachers in elementary schools, which were in danger as a result of budget cuts.  As a result of this, School Board decided not to cut the two elementary music positions that were in danger.  Now the Advisory Committee really needs a representative (or more than one) from each music group (band, orchestra, choir) to show up at their meetings and help provide input.  Contact Helen Weary for more information.  Next meeting is this Wednesday 3/18 at 7 pm at school district offices on 16th Street.

8. Presidents’ Statement – Current Board of Directors have turned in their resignations, need to fill those positions.  Also need to fill positions for Executive Committee (immediate needs for Vice-President and Treasurer).  Current Co-Presidents will be continuing with their duties through the end of the year.

9. Presentation of plans for SMBPA Foundation (Richard Bencivengo) – 

· Board of Directors oversees gathering and distribution of money from the SMBPA foundation as a nonprofit charitable organization for music programs in the district schools.  

· Most recent Board was pretty inactive – hadn’t met since 2001 – as a result it was causing some issues with noncompliance with District Equity Fund as well as noncompliance with federal and state tax laws (filing returns, 1099’s, etc.)  Equity Fund issues were at least partially due to SMBPA Articles of Incorporation that prohibited checks being written to non-music funds (including Equity Fund), although the school district required participation in the Equity Fund, and without meetings or revising the Articles of Incorporation this issue was never worked out.  SMBPA was one of just a few organizations, like Samohi Athletics Dept., that were not complying with the Equity Fund.

· New Superintendent Tim Cuneo is insisting on full compliance.  

· The SMPBA Board of Directors has resigned, effective Saturday, 3/14/09 and an Ad Hoc Committee has formed which hopes to reorganize Board and make it more inclusive, rewrite by-laws, amend Articles of Incorporation, and establish a new nonprofit organization that will be in compliance.  Ad Hoc Committee includes Richard Bencivengo, Laurie Yehia, Michael Chwe, Deb Love, and Amy Van Pelt. 

· Discussion about how district Equity Fund works, history of it, the SMBPA “Rainy Day Fund,” and accounting of all of the different groups that should be contributing (choir, band, orchestra, middle schools), reasons for resignations.  

· New Ad Hoc Committee welcomes input as it works to get a new Board of Directors gathered, new by-laws written, new mission statement, financial oversight, and representation from various groups.  First steps will be to pay for a professional audit and pay what is owed into the Equity Fund (15% of funds spent, with certain exemptions).  Committee can be contacted through Helen Weary or Leah Moore.

· As Equity Fund issues are currently being examined by the school district, now is a good time to express concerns and suggestions, but it’s a good idea to educate self by reading about what is included and what is exempt first on the SMMUSD website.  The school board will be discussing and voting on Equity Fund issues at their next board meeting on April 2, 2009, and anyone can go to the meeting and speak during the public comments
