Santa Monica Band Parents Association

Parades and Competition Meeting for Parents

October 2, 2008

The meeting was opened at 7:05 pm by Terry Sakow, who gave an overview of the tournament schedule.  There will be four tournament weekends in November, and a tentatively scheduled Disney Parade on December 13 at California Adventure, since “Main Street” will be under construction.  The first tournament weekend is November 1st.

A tournament day is a long, full day, typically 18 hours, departing as early as 6 am.  The Parade and the Competition Field Show are usually in separate places with travel time in between.  In the morning is the Parade, which after step-off has a competition zone where the performance is adjudicated by a panel of judges.  There are 3-4 parade band classifications, with first, second, and third place awards in each classification, plus an all-over high score award, music award, and color guard awards.

In the evening is the Competition Field Show on a football field.  There are 5 competition classifications based on numbers of band members, and the Samohi Viking Band is Class 4A with 140 members.  Field Show  Competitions start roughly at 7pm, with judges both on the field among the band as well as sitting in a panel box watching.  After performing, the band returns for a talk and debriefing with Mr. Sakow, and changes out of their uniforms.  Then they return to watch other bands perform, and the awards ceremony.  Departure is around 10-11pm, returning to Samohi around 1 am.

An itinerary will be sent out about 2 days before each competition, usually Thursday, with call-times, step-off times, locations, and directions, as well as reminders of what to bring.  Itineraries are also posted on the band website.

Mr. Sakow exhorted that each student’s head needs to be in the game!  This is a competition!  Students need to show up on time and be punctual.  They need to bring their instruments and mouth pieces, sticks, harnesses, music, and correct uniform attire.  Students need to eat breakfast, and bring a healthy lunch, snacks, and beverages.  Students need to take care of their uniforms.  This only works with parent help and volunteers.  We need volunteers!

Samohi has the best band truck: it is set up the best, has inside lights, and is taken care of by the incomparable team of Susie and Bob Gunter, who were then introduced.  Susie Gunter spoke at length, and read from her thorough and complete hand-out about a typical tournament day: what is expected of both students and parents.  This hand-out will be edited and posted on the band website.  Highlights include:

Gather the night before a competition what you need to wear and bring the next day, including the REQUIRED blue band shirt; plain, white t-shirt (no logos) with short sleeves; and mid-ankle length black socks.  Shine your black Dinkles band shoes, and write your name in each one.  They get mixed up on the bus!

Eat a hearty breakfast, or pack it to eat on the bus.  Bring a healthy lunch and snacks, and plenty of beverages.  Dinner is provided through the meal plan for 3 of the 4 competitions.  For the 4th competition students should bring $15-$20 cash for a food court style dinner.  Bring warm clothes, sweatshirts or jackets, for after the competitions.  It’s COLD!

Parents should NOT drive into the Circle Drive at all on days of competition due to the loading and unloading of the busses, and people milling about.  Drop off and pick up should be from the Senior/North Lot ONLY.  Do not park even on Olympic Drive, because the busses turn around there, and sometimes park there.  Kids must go to and from the competitions on the busses only.  No other pick ups are allowed, for liability reasons.

Students are responsible for bringing their instruments and equipment to the truck from the band room and returning them from the truck to the band room.  This includes Percussion, Pit, Tuba, and Color Guard.  The Pack Crew is only responsible for packing the instruments onto and off the truck.

Dr. Mike Nagata, our Medical Director, was introduced.  He reminded that the tournament day is long and somewhat of a physical ordeal.  Keep healthy!  Get enough sleep, eat breakfast, bring healthy snacks with protein, bring lunch and beverage, and drink plenty of water all day to keep hydrated.  Will need warmth and protection at night against the cold/mist/rain.  Do not send a student if have a fever of 101 degrees or more.  Prepare for blisters and alert medical team if have one; they have special bandages.  Bring any needed medicines and asthma inhalers, but please give to medical team for handing out.  These get lost or stuck on a bus.  We need a dedicated group of volunteer parents to watch over the needs of the students, be vigilant about anyone having physical stress, and keeping the students hydrated.  Emergency cards with students’ health information are brought along to each tournament.

Andrea Barton, the Hair Parent, and Rachel Deese, her heir apparent (Hair A-Parent) were  next introduced.  The students’ hairline needs to be two finger widths above the collar.  Long hair needs to be put up tightly; short hair needs to be cut short; and necklines need to be shaved, for girls and boys.  Do not wear jewelry, studs, or watches of any kind, anywhere that can be seen.  Leave at home.  Remove all fingernail polish.  Points are taken off by judges otherwise.   

Barbara Fraracci, the Food Coordinator, was introduced next.  There will be plenty of food served for dinner meals in an efficient, assembly line  manner, with the help of parent volunteers wearing food serving gloves.  We always need parent volunteer help setting up, serving, and cleaning up after dinner at the tournaments.

Keiko Kuyama, the Uniform Coordinator, spoke next about cleaning the truck and loading it with the hats and uniforms.  Volunteers are needed for tournament days to help with uniforms, hats, plumes (wearing while gloves to protect the delicate plumes), and shoe-shining.  The students need help getting ready, and the uniform pieces need to be stored carefully and properly on the truck, which takes parent help to keep organized.  She reminded students to wear boxers or shorts under the uniform pants.  She talked about the black dresses for two of the concert bands, needing to be picked up and hemmed.

Susie Gunter finished up by asking for volunteers to be 1) Bus Chaperones (Drum Majors and Guard Captains also help on busses); 2) Hospitality Coordinator (refreshments for parent volunteers at the tournaments);  3) Plume Caretaker (wearing white gloves); and 4) Cart Transportation (towing to competitions)  Your SUV or truck would be fitted for free with a towing hitch.  

